High Road Academy 

Website FAQs

1. What is the process for admission to High Road Academy? 

High Road Academy is not considered a private school.  High Road Academy is an MSDE approved nonpublic program for students with specific learning disabilities.  As such, all referrals are made by local school systems.  All students attending High Road Academy have been identified as special education students and most have been receiving intensive services through the local public school for some period of time.  Generally, students are referred to High Road Academy only  AFTER the school system, through the local school-based IEP Team and subsequent referral to Central IEP Team (CIEP), have made the determination that the student is not making sufficient progress in spite of maximum supports at the local school.  It is at that point that the school system makes the determination that the student may require the services of a nonpublic program, also referred to as a “private separate day school.”  

Most local school special education programs can and do provide outstanding supports to students with IEPs.  Specialized instruction as well as needed accommodations are provided through the special education program at the home school.  In addition, most schools are able to provide additional reading tutorials that include many research-based approaches.  It is very important that students have the opportunity to take advantages of these additional supports before consideration is given to removing a student from the home school-which is the least restrictive environment (LRE) for all students.  However, IDEA does speak to the provision of a continuum of services (including more restrictive settings), when needed.  All students attending High Road Academy do require intensive interventions for academic instruction and mediation of content learning.  These students DO require a separate day school that can deliver intensive learning strategies and approaches over the course of the entire school day.  

It is important to note that High Road Academy remains firmly committed to returning students to LRE as soon as they are able to better handle the significant requirements of the public school settings.  This has been a part of our mission and will continue to be.  We believe that the true success of our program is best seen and celebrated when a successful transition is made back to a less restrictive setting.  

KEY POINTS:

· Monitor your child’s progress carefully.
· Ask questions regarding data to support progress.
· Re-convene the IEP team at any time you have questions or concerns about your child’s lack of progress. 
· The earlier the better-it is much better for the child to receive intensive services as early as possible (High Road Academy begins at grade 4).  This allows for a much better timeline in order to return the student to home school for the middle grades and beyond.  
· Call any of the parents listed on our website to gain a parent’s perspective on our program and the steps they took to gain admission to High Road Academy. 
· Ask questions of the school team regarding other options for school if your child is not making progress. 
· Call the Office of Special Education at the local school system to speak to a supervisor, facilitator, coordinator, or resource person assigned to your school.  These individuals are essential in gaining additional services for your child.  The saying, “the squeaky wheel gets the grease” is very appropriate.  The OSE staff are devoted to helping students with special needs.  However, they cannot assist you if they don’t know you need their help.  Call and ask for help!  
· Work in good faith with your local school and local Office of Special Education.  When everyone works together for the benefit of the child, there is a much better chance of success. Adversarial relationships rarely yield quick or beneficial results.  
· If frustrated, however, there are attorney and advocacy resources that  can assist you.  Contact MANSEF (Maryland Association for Nonpublic Special Education Facilities) for a list of referrals (410-938-4413) or www.mansef.org.
2. Is it possible to schedule a tour of the school? 

Yes, it is possible to schedule a tour of the school.  However, this is typically done AFTER a referral has been made from a sending school system to High Road Academy.   A full tour of the program and discussion of student needs occurs in great detail at that time.  The student is invited to visit and tour the program at that time as well.  High Road Academy does NOT require a student to complete a trial period (i.e. 2-3 days) before an acceptance decision is reached.  Sending school systems are VERY familiar with the program at High Road Academy and, as a result, send only referrals appropriate for our program.  In certain cases, a tour can be conducted prior to the receipt of a referral.  However, these cases are usually in process and have the approval of the school system to conduct a tour prior to completion of their Central IEP Team process.

3. Is High Road Academy an approved program?

Yes, High Road Academy is a Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) approved Nonpublic School for students primarily with Specific Learning Disabilities.  Students attending High Road Academy also may fall under the following handicapping conditions:  Speech/Language Impairment; Other Health Impairment; Multiple Disabilities; Autism (Asperger’s); Emotional Impairment (secondary to SLD).  As a nonpublic school, students attending High Road Academy are required to complete the same curricular and testing requirements as students attending public school.  Adherence to the Voluntary State Curriculum (VSC), state testing, and graduation requirements are required of ALL High Road Academy students.   

4. Does High Road Academy accept parent pay?

No, High Road Academy does not accept parent pay.  ALL students are placed and funded by local school systems.  Students attending High Road Academy typically are referred by the following school systems:  Anne Arundel, Howard, Baltimore County, Carroll, Calvert, Frederick, Montgomery, and the District of Columbia.  

5. Is transportation provided? 

Yes, all students are transported to High Road Academy by the local sending school system.  Transportation is considered a related service as part of the student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

6. How long is the bus ride to High Road Academy? 

The length of time to and from High Road Academy varies from county to county.  Each school system establishes a routing system based on numbers of students attending High Road and their locations.  ALL school systems, however, do their very best to limit travel time as much as possible.  

7. Is attendance at Summer Session required?

High Road Academy is an eleven-month program.  High Road Academy begins the academic year on July 1st.  All students approved for attendance at High Road Academy are required to attend the Summer Session (five weeks).  However, newly accepted students may have some flexibility based on parent’s prior commitments to vacation schedules and other family events.  These situations are handled on a case-by-case basis.  All returning students are required and expected to attend the Summer Session.  Those who do not are reported as absent and may jeopardize continued placement in the program.  

8. Do students do all instruction through the computer?

No, this is a common misperception of our program.  Students attending High Road Academy DO have exceptional support through a variety of software programs designed to support instruction.  Programs for word processing, voice recognition, text reading, and word prediction are standard and research-based as effective tools for students with learning disabilities.  These are a part of the program. In addition, other research-based programs such as Lexia, Fast ForWord, Brain Train, Skills Tutor, and others are also available as very important supplements to teacher-directed instruction.  MOST instruction is teacher-directed and highly individualized.  Computer programs are vital tools for accommodations and other skills training for students with learning disabilities.  It is NOT true that ALL instruction is done through computers only!!  

9. What is the proportion of boys to girls?

The proportion of boys to girls is approximately 4:1 each year.  Roughly 25% of our students are girls.  But, this number does vary from year to year.  

10. Is there a high turnover of staff?

No.  High Road Academy has been in operation for twelve years.  Many of the original staff are still a part of High Road Academy.  New staff have joined the program over the years as the enrollment has increased.  However, it is unusual for staff to leave the program with the exception of family relocation or maternity leave.  

