Maryland High School Assessment 

English 

Key Terms

Direction Words/Phrases:

· Which of these most effectively combines the ideas into one sentence? 

· For Number 1, read the prompt below.  Follow the directions in the prompt for writing your essay. 

· Yuri is writing an article for the school paper about science in the classroom.  The draft of Yuri’s article requires revisions and edits.  Read the draft.  Then answer Numbers 2 through 6. 

· Which of these is the clearest and most effective way to revise Sentence 6? 

· What is the correct way to edit the underlined part of Sentence 11.  

· Which of these should be revised to correct an incomplete sentence? 

· Read the essay, then answer Numbers 7 through 13.  

· After reading this essay, a reader would most likely conclude that parents should

· Which word best describes the tone of this essay?

· In this sentence, “to negotiate” means

· Which of these statements best expresses a main theme in the story?

· What is the correct way to punctuate the underlined part of Sentence 5?

· Which conclusion about the author is most supported by information in the essay? 

· Which of these statements best explains how the author attempts to persuade his readers? 

· Read the excerpt from, then answer…

· For Numbers 44 and 45, read the sentence in bold print.  Then choose the clearest and most effective revision of the sentence.  

· All of these sentences include information that should be documented on a works-cited page EXCEPT

· Verbs, pronouns, modifiers, etc. (terms specifically used in certain questions). 

Extended Constructed Responses (ECRs): 

· Write a well-organized essay about one personal quality you most admire in a parent or another adult you know.  Develop your ideas with appropriate details about the person you select and how he or she demonstrates the quality you admire.  Be sure that your essay is fully developed, that it is logically organized, and that your choice of words clearly describes your thoughts. 
· Consider the following statement by humorist and educator Stephen Leacock: 
“I am a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work, the more I have of it.” 

Write a well-organized essay in which you agree or disagree with Leacock’s ideas about the connection between luck and hard work.  Support your position with specific examples from your experiences and observations.  Be sure that your essay is fully developed, that it is logically organized, and that your choice of words clearly expresses your ideas.  

Brief Constructed Responses (BCRs): 

· Write a response that compares the speaker in the poem “Mussels in April” and the narrator of the story “Mama’s Pie.”  In your response, support your conclusion with appropriate details from both the poem and the story. 

