High School Assessments 

Key Terminology 

Government 

General:  Appears to be more writing-less reading as opposed to more reading and less writing on the English HSA

Key Terms & Directions: 

· Stems leading into direct answers: 

· “The adoption of the euro created a region based on a common…”

· “The mass media is sometimes referred to as the fourth branch of government because it…”

· Which of these statements about the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is true? 

· Which of these actions by the federal government would most likely reduce inflation?  

· Which of these best describes why the federal government would raise the minimum wage?

· Which of these has the most control over the United States’defense spending?

· Which of these incidents led to the U.S. Supreme Court case …

· Which of these is a similarity between the U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Independence?

· Which of these is an example of plea-bargaining? 

· Which of these actions is least likely to be a part of …

· Sample legislation provided followed by: “Which situation is in violation of this legislation?”

· Look at the flowchart below.  Based on the information in the diagram, which…

· Look at the cartoon below.  The cartoonist is making a statement about…

· Which of these issues most directly relates to the bill?

· Which of these was a direct result of this act?

· The bill described in the excerpt is an example of…

· Which of these is most closely associated with an economic recession?

Brief, Constructed Responses (BCRs): 

· In some eastern Arizona counties, the largest segment of the population is under 18 years of age.  By contrast, in some western counties of Arizona, a large segment of the population is 65 years or older. 

· Based on the information above, describe likely government goals in both eastern and western Arizona. 

· Why do larger population groups tend to have more influence on government policy? 

· Include details and examples to support your response. 

· News organizations predict the winners of elections before all votes are counted. On election day 2000, supporters of George W. Bush complained that news organizations predicted Al Gore to be the winner in California hours before the polls closed on the West Coast. 

· Explain reasons why Bush supporters may have been displeased with the early predictions. 

· Should news organizations predict the winners of elections?  Explain why or why not.  

· Use details and examples to support your answer. 

· The exclusionary rule states that prosecutors may not use illegally obtained evidence in court. 

· Explain the privacy protections in the Bill of Rights that support this rule. 

· Do the advantages of the rule outweigh the disadvantages?  Explain why or why not? 

· Include details and examples to support your answer. 

· The United States has a mixed economy and is able to regulate many business activities. 

· What are the benefits of government control over business activities? 

· Should the U.S. government have more control or less control over business activities?  Explain your answer. 

· Use details and examples to support your answer. 

· Read the news headline below. 

“General Assembly Passes New Laws for Teenage Drivers” 

· Describe ways that the state limits the privileges of people who own, drive, or ride in cars. 

· Should the state government have this power? Explain why or why not.  

· Include details and examples to support your answer. 

